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An essential voice in American fiction, Michael Knight has 
been praised by writers such as Ann Patchett, Elizabeth Gilbert, 
and Barry Hannah. From the critically acclaimed collection 
Eveningland, “Water and Oil” explores the struggle of a young 
man torn between loyalty to the land where he grew up and love 
for the girl from the wrong side of the tracks.

After the devastation of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, 
17-year-old Henry Bragg volunteers with the Environmental 
Protection Agency to help clean up his father’s marina on the 
Mobile Bay. But when he meets cigarette-smoking pretty girl 
Dana Pint, Henry begins to wonder if he should pursue his carnal 
impulses instead.
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